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Walk in the Spirit

Galatians 5:13-26

Introduction:

Paul has made a shift in emphasis. The Judaizers are not mentioned again until the conclusion of the Epistle. (6: 12-13, 16). This shift is signaled by the use of the word “Brethren” (v.13) His emphasis is now on the Galatian believers.

I. The Potential of Liberty – 5:13-15
“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty”
Paul has already told them, “Christ has made you free” (5:1) in a positional sense. Now he exhorts them to bring their experience up to their position. Even though we now have freedom (and it is real)

Question: Why did God not make Adam and Eve so that they could not sin?
Answer: Because He wanted willing obedience.
God does not force us to serve Him. But He does reward willing obedience. To the extent that we have willingly served Him here, He will allow us to serve Him there, in the Kingdom. We were made free for the purpose of living for and serving Christ {willingly}.

A. We Can Exploit Our Liberty through License – 5:13a
“only ﻿﻿do not use liberty as an ﻿﻿opportunity for the flesh,”
The most frequent criticism of Free Grace is: You teach believers that they can sin all they want to. We don’t teach that and neither does Paul. But it must be possible for them to do that or he would not have to tell them not to do so. So, the person who is a believer can use his liberty as a opportunity for the flesh.
Having said that, let me add: There are consequences of sin that will come (Heb.12).  There are rewards that will be lost and there is a Savior who will be scorned (Heb 10:29).
B. We Can Explore Our Liberty through Love 5:13b-14
1. The Request to Loving Service – 5:13b

“but ﻿﻿through love serve one another.”
We have been set free so that we may serve one another. Jesus, Himself, set the example when He washed the disciple’s feet. The Lord of the Universe performed this menial task.
Maybe He didn’t realize who He really was. NO! Jesus, knowing ﻿﻿that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He ﻿﻿had come from God and ﻿﻿was going to God, He wash their feet (John 13:3). Then He said, “﻿If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, ﻿﻿you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”
2. The Result of Loving Service
“For ﻿﻿all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: ﻿﻿“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Paul may be saying, in effect, “You want to keep the Law?” Love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18). How so? That fulfills the Law with respect to one another. [Jesus said that the Law hangs on 2 commands: Love God #1-5 - Love your neighbor as yourself, # 6-10] Jesus first; others second; yourself last.

C.  We Can Enjoy Our Liberty through Living in Harmony with One Another – 5:15
“But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!”
These words are not describing Judaizers or unbelievers. They are describing believers. If you don’t believe that believers can do these things you should have been in some of the business meetings I have been in. They can ruin lives and churches.

How can we avoid this? I’m glad you asked. The answer is coming up.
II. The Performance of Liberty 5:16-18 
A. The Command to Walk in the Spirit – 5:16

“I say then: ﻿﻿Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”
In 1 Corinthians 2 and 3 Paul talks about three kinds of people:

1. The Natural Man (2:14) is Dead and Needs to be Born Again.
When he believes he is born again he receives the Holy Spirit.
2. There are Two Kinds of Believers: (Ch. 3)
The Carnal Christians and Spiritual Christians

Those who are walking by the Spirit are spiritual. Here, Paul is telling us how to be spiritual Christians. The word “walk”περιπατεῖτε means to “walk around” This is a reference to our daily life, not just when we are in church or in ministry of some kind.
We are to walk by means of the Spirit, that is, in the power which the Holy Spirit gives, allowing Him to work through us. He will never οὐ μὴ (double negative) lead us into carrying out the desires of the flesh. But He does not do His work automatically. He waits for the believer to yield to the Spirit’s control.
B. The Conflict between the Flesh and the Spirit – 5:17
“For ﻿﻿the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, ﻿﻿so that you do not do the things that you wish.”
When the Holy Spirit enters at salvation He does not eliminate the flesh. We still have that old nature to contend with until the Lord comes or calls for us.
The Spirit and the old nature (the flesh) in constant conflict with one another “For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.” (Romans 7:15- 25) Victory in the Christian life comes by dependence upon the Holy Spirit.
C. The Call to be Led by the Spirit – 5:18
“But ﻿﻿if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”
Being led by the Spirit does not refer to what dress to buy, what car to drive, or what job to choose. It is the same as walking by the Spirit v. 16 and the desires of the Spirit v.17 and the walk of faith v. 20.
“Not under the Law” is contrasted here with being led by the Spirit in this way: The law went behind a person and drove him to keep the rules, even grudgingly. The Spirit goes before the person and leads him to serve the Lord willingly.
III. The Pictures of Liberty – 5:19-23
A. The Portrait of the Sinful Man – 5:19-21
“Now ﻿﻿the works of the flesh are evident, which are:”
1. The Divisions of the Works of the Flesh
a. Sexual Sins:
“adultery” - unlawful sexual intercourse one is    married and not to the other person in the act
“fornication” - all kinds of sexual sins
“uncleanness” - moral uncleanness in thought, word, and deed

“lewdness” - open, shameless, brazen display of these evils
b. Spiritual Sins
“idolatry” - worship of pagan gods by bowing to idols, probably includes the male and female prostitution so often a part of heathen religion. 

“sorcery” - φαρμακεία  use of drugs to create trances.
c. Social Sins

“hatred” - feeling of enmity between groups
“contentions” - Discord (eris) is the natural result of “hatred”
“jealousies” the sinful and self-centered type.
“outbursts of wrath” - fits of rage or outbursts of temper,
“selfish ambitions” - working to get ahead at other’s expense
“dissensions”- quarrel over issues or personalities, causing hurtful divisions. 

“heresies” -  
“envy” - wrongful desire to possess what belongs to someone else. 
﻿﻿“murders” - 
“drunkenness” - refers to excessive use of strong drink by individuals 

“revelries” - the drunken carousings commonly associated with such things as the worship of Bacchus, the god of wine. 

“and the like” - this is not an exhaustive list
These are the types of sins that caused three of Jacob’s sons to forfeit their inheritance, birthright and blessing.
2. Danger of the Works of the Flesh
“of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that ﻿﻿those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
 Inheriting the kingdom refers to ruling with Christ in the kingdom (Matt 19:29; Rev 2:26). Not to entering the kingdom. When believers live like unbelievers, they will not rule with Christ in His Righteous Kingdom.
B. The Portrait of the Spiritual Man – 5:22-23

1. The Upward Qualities of the Spiritual Man.
“love” – ἀγάπη - The foundation of all the qualities. It is self-sacrificing love. 

“joy” is a deep and abiding inner rejoicing.
 “peace” - It is an inner repose and quietness, even in the face of adverse circumstances.
2. The Outward Qualities of the Spiritual Man.

“patience” - the quality of forbearance under Provocation.
“kindness” - benevolence in action such as God demonstrated toward men.
“goodness” – as an uprightness of soul and as an action reaching out to others to do good even when it is not deserved. 

3. The Inward Qualities of the Spiritual Man.

“faithfulness” - the quality which renders a person trustworthy or reliable.
“gentleness” - person who is submissive to God’s Word (cf. James 1:21) and who is considerate of others when discipline is needed.
“self-control” - denotes self-mastery and no doubt primarily relates to curbing the fleshly impulses just described.
IV. The Participation in Our Liberty – 5:24 -25
A. The Provision for Liberty – 5:24

“And those who are Christ’s  ﻿﻿have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”
This does not refer to self - crucifixion or self-mortification. Rather, it refers to the fact that by means of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Christians were identified with Christ in His death and resurrection. So, provision has been made. Now the believer must continually lay hold of this truth or a believer will be tempted to try to secure victory by self-effort. 

B. The Power for Liberty – 5:25
﻿
“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”
The word “if” should be translated by “since” The clause is assumed to be true.

“Walk” is a different Greek word than in verse 16. There it is the word to walk around “in your normal activities”. Here it refers to walking in a line or rank together.
Note that he includes himself. He is walking in ranks with them. He is not the Sergeant, the Holy Spirit is.

C. The Particulars of Liberty – 5:26 
“Let us not become conceited” - This is pride, the sin of the devil (Ezekiel 28).
“provoking one another” - Don’t provoke unless it is to good works (Hebrews 10:25).
“envying one another” - Being jealous of another’s possessions or position.
These may be the three groups in the church caused by the Judaizing error. 
Conclusion:
